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THE  1841-0  TRANSITIONAL  DIMES 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

Transitional  coins  appear  throughout  the  Liberty  Seated  series,  most 
appearing  in  mint  condition  and  classified  as  patterns  resulting  from  experi- 
mentation with  new  dies.  Other  transitional  pieces,  however,  have  been  put 
into  circulation  and  have  been  circulating  through  numismatic  circles  for 
over  100  years  with  hardly  a  mention  of  their  special  and  unusual  character- 
istics. One  such  piece  is  the  1841-0  dime  pictured  below  and  sent  in  by 
Randall  Abbott  of  California. 


Everyone  is  aware  that  starting  in  1840  drapery  was  added  under  Lib- 
erty's elbow  on  the  obverse.  This,  however,  is  only  one  of  the  many 
changes  made  in  the  obverse  design  at  that  time.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the 
whole  obverse  was  changed.  In  particular,  the  shield  was  moved  to  an  up- 
right position  and  the  horizontal  stripes  in  the  shield  reduced  from  10  to  6. 
The  six  sets  of  three  vertical  stripes  were  modified  so  that  each  set  now  con- 
tained only  two  stripes.  The  scroll  over  the  shield  upon  which  the  word 
LIBERTY  is  written  was  straightened  and  Liberty's  hand  position  holding 
the  scroll  was  modified  so  that  now  only  one  finger  is  visible.  The  other 
hand  has  been  moved  up  higher  on  the  staff  with  the  index  finger  pointing 
up  to  the  star  to  the  left  of  the  cap.  The  shape  of  the  cap  and  the  head  were 
changed  as  well  as  the  neckline  on  the  gown.  The  folds  in  the  gown  were 
changed  in  many  places  as  well  as  the  shape  of  the  rock. 
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What  is  not  so  well  known  is  that  the  reverse  was  also  modified  at  the 
same  time  the  obverse  was  changed  in  1840.  In  particular  the  lettering  in 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  is  bolder  with  many  of  the  letters  closer 
together  at  the  base.  Furthermore  the  12  buds  in  the  wreath  were  opened, 
each  showing  a  slit  in  the  end.  Other  minor  changes  in  the  wreath  were 
made  but  will  not  be  listed  here.  While  the  overall  appearance  of  the  two 
reverses  is  similar,  the  differences  can  be  easily  seen  with  10x  magni- 
fication. 

The  numismatically  interesting  part  of  these  die  modifications  is  that 
Mr.  Abbott  has  recently  brought  to  my  attention  an  1841-0  transitional 
dime,  a  piece  having  the  new  obverse  with  drapery  but  having  the  old 
closed  bud  reverse.  Noting  his  observations  I  checked  every  1841-0  dime  I 
could  lay  my  hands  on  over  several  months  and  was  able  to  find  one  myself. 
While  undoubtedly  rare,  others  certainly  exist,  just  waiting  to  be  discovered 
by  the  knowledgeable  specialist.  To  date  no  transitional  pieces  from  the 
Philadelphia  mint  have  been  discovered,  but  it  is  certainly  possible  that 
some  will  eventually  turn  up. 

The  picture  of  the  1841-0  dime  below  with  the  Open  Bud  Reverse 
was  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  at  Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 
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Mintmark  variation  also  adds  an  interesting  feature  to  the  transitional 
dimes.  The  1841-0  dime  is  known  to  have  three  different  mintmark  sizes. 
The  Large  O  measures  nearly  1 .2mm  high,  the  Medium  O  measures  0.9mm 
high  and  the  Small  o  measures  nearly  0.8mm  high.  To  date  both  transition- 
al pieces  have  been  of  the  Large  O  variety.  In  fact,  I  would  speculate  that 
all  Large  O  pieces  would  be  of  the  transitional  type,  all  being  struck  from  a 
left  over  reverse  die  of  the  year  before.  If  this  is  the  case  then  the  transi- 
tional pieces  could  easily  be  distinguished  from  the  other  more  common 
varieties  of  this  date. 

This  article  has  been  about  dimes  but  it  is  worth  noting  that  the  obverse 
and  reverse  of  the  half-dimes  were  also  modified  in  1840.  It  is  possible  that 
transitional  pieces  also  exist  for  this  series  but  I  just  haven't  looked  into 
half-dimes  enough  to  know  one  way  or  the  other. 


LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
FROM  MISAMIR  COMPANY 


HALF  DIMES  DIMES 

1840-O     With  Drapery  Full  1856  Large  Date  XF  + /AU 

Good  $20.00  $70.00 

1842-0      Fine  $22.00  1857  VF-XF  $12.00 

1848        Large  Date  Choice  1873"s  Arrows  Fine  With  Some 

AU  $150.00  Glue  or  TaPe  sP°ts 

1849/8      V.F.  $20.00  ,0  $20.00 

1874-S  VF-XF  $35.00 


DIMES 

1842-0       XF  $65.00 

1847  Good  +  $10.00 

1848  V.F.  +  Some  Digs 

But  A  Nice  Coin  $20.00 
1851-0       Fine  $15.00 


QUARTERS 

1843-0       F  +  /VF  $25.00 

1857         Fine  +  Polished  $10.00 

1883  XF  $115.00 

HALVES 

1851-0      XF+  Cleaned  Very 
Nice  Coin  $120.00 


COMPANY  POLICY 

Coins  guaranteed  genuine.  10  day 

return.  Coins  removed  from  holders 

considered  sold.  Personal  checks 
must  clear.  Massachusetts  residence 

please  add  5%  sales  tax.  Please 
send  wants  lists.  Thank  you. 


GRADING  POLICY 
We  try  to  be  fair  and  accurate  when 
grading  and  we  welcome  your  com- 
ments. 

Misamir  Company 
P.O.  Box  166 
Auburn,  Ma.  01501 
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A  masterpiece 
by  a  master  craftsman. 

Christian  Gobrecht  was  truly  a  master  craftsman.  His  Gobrecht  Dollar  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  pieces  ever  created. 

Just  as  Gobrecht  emphasized  quality  in  his  work,  we  emphasize  quality 
when  we  offer  the  coinage  he  designed.  We  have  over  750  high  quality 
Liberty  Seated  coins,  includinq  the  pictured  Gobrecht  Dollar,  all  valued  at 
over  $150,000. 

In  addition  to  offering  a  wide  selection  and  high  quality,  all  of  our 
seated  coins  are  accurately  graded  and  covered  by  our  grading  guarantee. 
This  means  that  when  you  order  from  us,  you  know  before  you  receive  the 
coin  that  it  is  properly  graded. 

So  when  you're  looking  for  a  masterpiece,  look  for  our  ads  in  the 
leading  numismatic  publications.  We'll  have  the  Gobrecht  designed  coinage 
you  need  in  the  quality  you  desire. 

Steve  Ivy  Rare  Coin  Co. 

The  originator  of  the  guaranteed  grading  system 
2001  Bryan  Tower  •  Suit*  2205  •  Dallas,  Texas  75201 
(214)  747-9631  •  WATS:  (1)  800-527.4503 


Any  coin  purchased  from  Steve  Ivy  Rare  Coin  Co.,  after  May  1, 1975,  will  adhere  to  the  standards 
of  the  ANA  Grading  Board.  If  not  the  full  purchase  price  will  be  refunded  to  the  original 
purchaser  within  30  days  of  the  decision  by  the  Grading  Board* 

•This  applies  to  the  grade  Itself  and  not  to  the  degrees  within  that  particular  grade  (i.e.  AU(50)  vs.  Ch.  AU  (55)).  This  allows  for  legitimate 
differences  in  opinion.  Steve  Ivy  Rare  Coin  Co.  retains  the  option  of  refunding  your  money  or  replacing  with  a  suitable  coin. 
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A  COUNTERFEIT  1873  -  S  NO  ARROWS  HALF 

by 

Dr.  David  A.  Brase 


I  wish  to  warn  my  fellow  collectors  about  a  counterfeit  (possibly  die- 
cast)  1873-S  no  arrows  half  dollar  which  they  may  encounter  if  more  than 
one  specimen  exists.  It  has  a  uniquely-styled  "open  3"  and  no  drapery. 
It  also  is  90%  silver  and  has  the  proper  weight.  The  surfaces  of  the  digits 
are  rounded  and  have  a  grainy  appearance  under  a  magnifying  glass. 
It  has  several  distinguishing  features  in  common  with  a  particular  1871-S 
die  variety  not  listed  in  Beistle's  book.  The  most  notable  is  a  fine  die  crack 
on  the  reverse,  which  runs  from  between  two  denticles  on  the  rim  to  be- 
tween the  M  and  E  of  the  word  AMERICA.  The  mint  mark  apparently  did 
not  cast  out  well,  as  my  coin  shows  evidence  of  an  attempt  to  solder  on  an- 
other "s",  which  must  have  broken  off  before  I  purchased  it  nearly  two  years 
ago  from  a  San  Jose  coin  show  bourse  dealer  as  an  1873-P  no  arrows, 
"open  3"  variety.  Unfortunately,  I  do  not  remember  the  dealer. 
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.  .  .  .  DEALERS  IN  CHOICE  &  RARE 
UNITED  STATES  COINS. 

.  .  .  .  INVESTMENT  COUNSELING 
&  PORTFOLIOS. 

.  .  .  .  SPECIALISTS  IN  MINT  STATE, 
RARE-DATE  SEATED 
LIBERTY  COINAGE. 


vn.b.  simons  <&  associates,  ltd 


113  Essex  Avenue 


—  P.  O.  Box  275 


NARBERTH,  PA.  19072 
(215)  667-9955 
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THE  VERY  ELUSIVE  1847  DIME 

by 

Kamal  M.  Ahwash 
ANA-ANS-ASA-LSCC 


There  are  three  varieties  of  the  1847  dime.  How  do  you  distinguish  a- 
mong  the  three  varieties?  Which  is  the  rarest  of  the  three  varieties?  These 
are  good  questions.  I '  II  try  to  give  my  point  of  view  in  this  article. 

There  were  245,000  minted  of  this  date,  making  it  one  of  the  lowest 
minted  of  the  1840  to  1859  Philadelphia  series.  It  is  surpassed  only  by  the 
1844  (Little  Orphan  Annie-  72,500  minted)  and  the  rare  1846  (31,300 
minted).  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  mintage  is  almost  as  low  as  the  very  rare 
1845-0  dime  (230,000  minted),  though  not  quite  as  rare  in  UNC.  (Two 
1845-0  dimes  known  in  UNC  as  compared  to  10-12  of  the  1847  in  UNC). 
Nevertheless  above  VF  I've  found  this  date  to  be  most  difficult  to  obtain. 
I  have  found  many  VF's  called  XF  but  it  is  difficult  to  find  one  that  I  would 
grade  an  XF.  That  is,  85%  head  on  the  obverse  with  full  detail  in  wreath, 
although  a  triffle  weak,  on  the  reverse.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  va- 
rieties run  in  this  order:  Variety  I  being  the  rarest,  followed  by  Variety  III 
and  then  Variety  II.  I  would  like  very  much  for  anyone  who  owns  an  1847 
dime  in  VF  or  better  to  please  drop  me  a  card  indicating  what  variety  and 
grade  they  have.  Perhaps  I  can  come  up  with  some  kind  of  figures  as  to 
which  variety  is  the  rarest.  I '  II  of  course  pass  this  information  back  to  you. 


Here  are  the  vital  statistics  of  the  three  varieties: 


Variety  I  - 


High  date,  overlaps  base  of  rock.  Shield  tip 
falls  to  the  right  of  the  digit  1  in  the  date.  The  pen- 
dant, the  little  teardrop  ball  at  the  bottom  fold  of 
Liberty's  gown,  falls  directly  over  the  upright  of 
the  digit  4.  The  digit  1  almost  touches  the  denti- 
cles. The  digit  7  is  distant  from  the  denticles. 


Variety  II- 


High  date,  all  digits  touch  base  of  rock. 
Shield  tip  falls  directly  over  digit  1  in  date.  Pen- 
dant falls  to  the  left  of  the  upright  of  the  digit  4. 
The  digit  1  is  closer  to  the  denticles  than  Var.  I, 
the  digit  7  is  still  distant  from  the  denticles,  but 
closer  than  Var.  I . 
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Variety 


Only  the  right  upper  tip  of  the  digit  7  touches 
the  base.  The  shield  tip  falls  to  the  left  of  the  cen- 
ter of  the  digit  1.  Pendant  falls  to  the  left  of  the 
upright  of  the  digit  4.  There  is  a  die  crack  from  the 
bottom  of  the  digit  7  to  the  rim.  The  digits  1  and  7 
are  closer  to  the  denticles  than  either  of  the  other 
two  varieties. 


Editor's  Note 


At  this  time  an  enlarged  photo  of  the  date 
of  Variety  II  is  not  available.  To  distinguish  these 
three  varieties  please  remember  that  the  date  in 
Variety  I  is  noticeably  higher  and  further  left  than 
in  the  other  two  varieties.  Furthermore  the  posi- 
tion of  the  base  of  the  digit  7  in  the  date  can  be 
used  to  identify  Varieties  II  and  III.  In  Varieties  I 
and  II  the  bse  of  the  7  is  centered  over  a  denticle. 
In  Variety  III  the  base  of  the  7  straddles  two  den- 
ticles. 


1847  Dime  Variety  I 
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"AUTUMN  IN  THE  SHENANDOAH" 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINAGE  LSCC  159 


...INFORMATION  STILL  DESIRED 
ON  MINTAGE,  QUANTITY,  AND 

GRADES  OF  YOUR 
NON-PROOF  1864-P  HALF  DIMES... 


CAPT.  ROY  D.  ASH 
12MWS  BX575 
APO  NEW  YORK  09023 


1847  Dime  Variety  III 
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U.  S.  COINS 
TOP  QUALITY 
TOP  RARITY 

BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

WRITE  FOR  QUOTES 
COMMISSIONS  EXECUTED 
AT  MOST 
MAJOR  AUCTIONS  -  5%  FEE 


JULIAN  LEIDMAN 

8439  GEORGIA  AVE. 
SILVER  SPRING,  MD.  20910 

TEL.  301  -  585-8467 
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THE  FUTURE  OF 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COLLECTING 
by  Mel  Hatfield 

It  is  interesting  to  note  'prices  realized  lists'  in  sale  catalogs  of  50  to 
100  years  ago,  especially  with  regards  to  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  In  those 
days  the  rarities  were  truly  recognized  and  while  prices  paid  for  coins 
at  auction  then  were  much  less  than  they  are  today,  it  is  interesting  to 
make  a  comparative  analysis  of  different  coins  and  their  prices. 

When  you  do  this,  you  find  that  while  "common  date"  Seated  coins 
in  B.U.  would  bring  only  Va  to  Vz  what  a  well  circulated  specimen  of  a 
scarcer  date/ mint  would  bring,  these  same  coins  are  priced  higher  than  the 
same  circulated  scarce  dates  today.  Why?  Well,  one  could  attribute  a  large 
part  of  this  situation  to  the  vast  upsurge  in  "Type"  coin  collecting  over  the 
past  several  years.  Much  of  what  was  learned  by  such  people  as  Parmelee, 
Stickney,  the  Chapman  brothers  and  others  was  lost  over  the  intervening 
vears. 

With  all  this  in  mind,  it  can  be  seen  that  collectors'  tastes  change  over 
a  period  of  time.  But  what  about  the  future?  While  some  numismatic 
"experts"try  to  tell  you  in  articles  and  advertisements  that  they  can  show 
you  what  will  be  the  collecting  habits  of  the  future,  we  know  that  the  future 
is  vertually  unpredictable. 

Nevertheless,  we  can  hope  that  thru  L.S.C.C.  and  various  other 
specialty  coin  clubs,  the  table  can  be  turned  and  collectors  will  get  back 
to  a  true  study  of  numismatics  and  give  up  the  practice  of  collecting  for 
"investment"  only.  The  true  rewards  in  numismatics  are  not  measured 
by  dollars. 

Liberty  Seated  collecting  by  date/mint  sets  will,  in  the  future,  be  quite 
limited  in  scope  because  of  the  extreme  rarity  of  certain  dates.  Only  a 
limited  number  of  collec  tors  can  complete  sets  of  this  type.  Though  we  may 
not  all  be  fortunate  enough  to  complete  a  date  mint  set  of  a  particular  series 
of  Liberty  Seated  coins,  there  are  other  possibilities  for  collectors  such 
as  varieties,  which  abound  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series  and  which  are  also 
made  even  more  interesting  because  of  the  possibility  of  the  discovery  of 
a  new  variety  never  before  encountered  or  cataloged.  Therefore,  it  is  my 
considered  opinion  and  sincere  hope  that  after  all  the  silver  bars  and  other 
fad  items  have  faded  from  the  scene  we  will  see  a  return  to  "old  fashioned" 
numismatics. 

There  is  still  much  to  be  learned  about  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  No 
major  works  have  been  done  on  dimes,  quarters,  halves,  or  dollars,  al- 
though some  works  are  now  in  the  offing.  The  seated  design  is  the  most 
used  design  on  U.S.  coins  and  yet  has  been  thoroughly  ignored  for  the  most 
part  until  just  recently. 

We  can  be  a  part  of  that  group  which  unlocks  many  truths  about  a 
whole  series  of  U.S.  coins.  What  an  opportunity!  Yes,  the  future  of  Liberty 
Seated  coin  collecting,  classification  and  study  is  bright;  and  we,  as  mem- 
bers of  L.S.C.C,  are  fortunate  indeed  to  be  a  part  of  that  future. 
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This  is  my  first  retail  ad,  although  1  have  been  trading  through  various 
publications  for  about  10  years.  I  will  buy,  sell  or  trade  Liberty  Seated  ma- 
terial. Send  me  a  list  of  what  you  have  to  sell  or  what  you  need. 

As  for  my  own  collection,  I  am  interested  in  buying  the  following: 

Half  Dimes: 

1840  P  &0  with  Drap.  1864,  1865,  1866,  1867,  1868 

Dimes: 

1838  Part.  Drap.,  1840  Drap. ,1858-0,  1863,  1865, 
1866,  1867,  1869.  1871-CC1872-S,  1874-CC 

Quarters: 

1842,  1842-0  small  date,  1847-0  1848,  1849-0,  1851,  1851-0 
1852-0,  1853noarrs.,  1859-0,  1860-S  1864-S,  1867,  1867-S,, 
1869,  1870-CC,  1871-S,  1872-S,  1873noarrs 

Halves: 

1842-0  S.D.,  1845,  1848,  1850,  1851,  1852,  1855-S  (VF  +  ), 
1862,  1870-CC,  1874-CC,  1878-S 

Dollars: 

1854,  1855,  1856,  1857,  1871-CC,  1873-CC 

I  have  the  following  pieces  to  sell  or  will  accept  fair  trades  for  any  of  the 
above: 

Half  Dimes: 

1837  N.S.  G/VG,  1837  N.S.  VG/F,  1849-0  Good 

Dimes: 

1842-0  G  Med.  "0",  1843VF/XF,  1843-0  G/VG  +  ,  1844  G  + 
1845  V.G.  split  planchet,  1851  Abt.  XF,  1866-S  G/VG 

Quarters: 

1844-0  V.G.,  1856  VG,  1856  VF  +  ,  1858-SG  +  ,  1858  -0  VF 
1861  VF  +  ,  1861-SG/VG,  1868-S  AG/G,  1871-S  VG  (Bad  Dam.), 
1874-S  VG,  1879  VG/F,  1889  VG/F,  1890  VG  (obv)/AG  (rev.) 

Halves: 

1839  No  Drap.  Abt  VF, 1841-0  AU-55,  1850-O  G, 
1853  A.R.  VG  +  ,  1855-0  F,  1858-S  G  (clnd), 
1872-S  G,  1874  Arrs  G  +  ,  1875AU/UNC, 
1886  VF/XF  (slight  rim  roughness) 

Dwight  Berger 
Box  331 

Crystal  Lake,  Illinois  60014 

Days:  312-332-0646 
Eves:  815-459-8652 
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Mint  Mark:  "CC"  --The  Story  of  the  United  States  Mint  at 

Carson  City,  Nevada.    By  Howard  Hickson. 

124  pp.,  57  photographs,  4  charts. 

Published  by  the  Nevada  State  Museum,  Carson  City,  NEVADA. 
$4.00  postpaid. 

Paul  K.  Williams  1870  Second  Avenue  Walnut  Creek,  Ca.  94596. 
member  LSCC,  ANA.CSNA 


There  will  be  an 
Eastern  Regional  Meeting 

of  the 

Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club 
in  conjunction  with  the 
Metropolitan  New  Work  Numismatic  Convention 

held  at  the 
Barbizon  Plaza  Hotel 
in 

New  York  City. 

The  meeting  will  be  in  the 
Board  Room  at  5:00  PM 
on  Friday 
April  2,  1976 


A  trophy  will  be  awarded  by  the  Club  for  the  best  exhibit  of  Liberty 
Seated  Coinage  at  the  Convention. 
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WANT  TO  BUY  ALL  KEY 
SEATED  DATE  MATERIAL. 

All  Grades  Wanted 
1/2  Dimes  thru  S's 


Key  Date  Material  Available. 
Please  send  Want  List 


MICHAEL  A.  GRAHAM 

PROFESSIONAL  NUMISMATIST 

SPECIALIST  IN  CHOICE 
U.S.  &  FOREIGN  COINS 

P.O.  Box  117 

Sunland,  California  91040 
(213)  353-0206 

A.N.A.      N.A.S.C.      C.S.N.A.  P.N.G. 
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R  FACTORS  OF  LIBERTY  SEATED  DIMES 
IN  UNCIRCULATED  CONDITION 

BY 

Kamal  M.  Ahwash 

Tha  following  list  consists  of  coins  that  I  consider  R-5  or  better  in 
UNC.  condition. 


Rarity  Scale:         Number         Rarity  Scale:  Number 


R-5 

31-75 

High  R-7 

4-6 

R-6 

13-30 

R-8 

2-3 

LOW 

R-7 

10-12 

Unique  1 

R-7 

7-9 

DIMES 

1 838-0 

Low  R-7 

1863 

Low  R-7 

i —  W  VV    11     f , 

1838 

Sm  Stars-  High  R-7 

1863-S 

1  WWW  w 

Hiah  R-7 

i  ii  y  till  r 

1838 

Part.  Drap-  R-7 

1864 

R-5 

1  I  w 

1 839-0 

R-5 

1864-S 

Hinh  R-7 

1840 

With  Drap.  R-8 

1865 

R-7 

1  1  f 

1840-O 

R-5 

1865-S 

R-8 

1841-0 

Low  R-7 

1866 

R-7 

ii  f 

1842-0 

High  R-7 

1 866-S 

Hiah  R-7 

1    II  W  1  1    1    1  f 

1843 

Recut  Date  R-8 

1867 

Low  R-7 

1843-0 

R-8 

1867-S 

High  R-7 

1844 

R-6 

1868-S 

Low  R-7 

1845-0 

R-8 

1870-S 

Hiah  R-7 

1846 

nign  n-i 

1871-S 

Low  R-7 

1847 

Low  R-7 

1871-CC 

Unique. 

1849 

Recut  Date  R-8 

1872-S 

High  R-7 

1849-0 

High  R-7 

1872-CC 

R-8 

1850-O 

Med  0  R-6 

1873 

Op.  3N/Arrs  High  R-7 

1850-O 

Lg  0  R-6 

1873-S 

R-5 

1850-O 

Sm  0  R-8 

1873-CC 

N/Arrs.  Unique. 

1851-0 

High  R-7 

1873-CC 

W/Arrs.  Unique. 

1852-0 

R-7 

1874-CC 

R-8 

1853 

N/Arrs  R-6 

1874-S 

R-6 

1856 

Sm  Date  R-5 

1876-CC 

Doubled  Obv.  High  R-7 

1856-0 

R-7 

1878-CC 

Type  II,  Var.  1  Low  R-7 

1856-0 

Kecut  Date  R-7 

1878-CC 

Type  II,  Var.  II  R-7 

1856-S 

R-8 

1878-CC 

Type  1  R-6 

1857-0 

Med  0  High  R-7 

1879 

R-6 

1858-0 

Low  R-7 

1880 

R-5 

1858-S 

R-8 

1881 

R-6 

1859-0 

Low  R-7 

1884-S 

R-5 

1859-S 

R-8 

1885-S 

Low  R-7 

1860-O 

R-8 

1886-S 

R-6 

1860-S 

High  R-7 

1889-S 

Full  Head,  Low  R-7 

1861-S 

R-8 

1891 -0/S 

R-8 

1862-S 

R-8 

1891-0  HorizO  Unique? 
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ALL  DATES  AND  GRADES 


LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 


BOUGHT  -  SOLD  -  APPRAISED 


COLLECTIONS  PURCHASED 
AUCTIONS  CONDUCTED 


Our  representatives  will  travel 
Anywhere  in  the  World! 


APPRAISALS  FOR. 
Estates,  Banks,  Attorneys,  Insurance  Co's.,  Etc. 


IN  BUSINESS  OVER  40  YEARS! 


WRITE  OR  PHONE  TODAY. 


<§> 


3  31  W  gray  ini  y 


RARE  COIN  COMPANY  OF  AMERICA,  INC. 

31  North  Clark  Street  •  Chicago.  Illinois  60602 
Telephone:  (312)  346-3443 
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KAM'SKORNER 
by 

Kamal  M.  Ahwash 
ANA-ANS-ASA-LSCC 

A  question  and  answer  service  on  Liberty  Seated  coins.  Please  address 
all  questions  to:  Kam's  Korner,  c/o  Gobrecht  Journal,  5718  King  Arthur 
Dr.,  Kettering,  Ohio  45429. 

Q.  Have  you  an  updated  estimate  of  the 
number  of  1878-CC  dimes  with  missing 
portions  of  left  wreath/ ribbon?  J.D. 

A.  Nothing  definite,  but  in  UNC.  I'm  in- 
clined to  give  it  an  R-7  rating  (7-9 
known)  and  in  circulated  grades  perhaps 
an  R-6  rating.  I  have  found  it  very  dif- 
ficult to  obtain  above  VF. 

Q.  Is  it  possible  to  distinguish  between 
"mishandled"  proofs  and  regular  or 
business  strikes  of  the  1879-81  dimes? 
(Differences  in  dies,  etc.)  J.D. 

A.  Yes.  The  proofs  have  a  straight  edge  on  the  reeding.  Business  strikes, 
even  first  strikes,  will  have  a  beveled  or  rounded  edge.  There  are  se- 
veral other  ways  to  tell  also  but  most  of  this  information  will  be  avail- 
able in  the  forthcoming  book  on  Seated  Dimes. 

Q.  Were  the  stars  on  all  half  dimes  from  1839  to  1859  punched  into  the 
dies  by  hand  or  were  they  eventually  added  to  the  hub?  If  so  when? 
K.R.H. 

A.  From  1838  to  1840  they  were  hand  punched.  The  stars  were  punched 
into  the  new  hub  modified  by  Robert  Ball  Hughes  in  1840. 

Q.  The  1858  over  inverted  date  half  dime  is  not  listed  in  Valentine  or  any 
of  the  supplemental  materials  in  his  book  as  far  as  I  can  see.  Why  is 
this?  Do  you  agree  with  Taxay  that  it  is  an  R-7?  K.R.H. 

A.  Valentine  did  not  put  it  into  his  book,  probably  because  he  didn't  know 
of  it  likewise  for  Neil  and  Newlin.  As  for  the  supplement  by  Breen 
(1958),  I  really  don't  know.  I  knew  about  it  from  David  Bowers  who 
I '  m  led  to  believe  discovered  the  piece.  (That  is  he  wrote  it  up  and  got 
it  published  in  the  Red  Book).  I  would  have  included  it  in  the  new  edi- 
tion of  Valentine  but  I  didn't  have  enough  time  to  research  it  before  we 
went  to  press.  In  uncirculated  condition  I  believe  this  coin  rates  as  a 
Low  R-7  (10  to  12  known)  and  in  all  grades  an  R-5  (31  to  75  known). 
There  is  another  variety  very  similar  to  this  one,  the  1858  recut  date. 
A  possible  R-7  rarity. 
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Q.     How  rare  is  the  1870-CC  quarter?  I  have  never  seen  one?  B.F. 


A.  There  are  perhaps  15  known  in  all  grades,  making  it  an  R-6.  I've  seen 
one  that  was  called  UNC,  however,  I  could  only  grade  it  an  AU. 

Q.  Is  the  1851-0  quarter  just  as  rare  as  the  1852-0?  How  many  1851-0 
quarters  are  around?  B.F. 

A.  In  uncirculated  condition  I  believe  both  dates  are  R-8.  I've  seen  two 
1851-0  quarters  in  UNC. but  only  one  1852-0  in  UNC.  However,  I've 
seen  three  AU  1852-0  quarters  called  UNC.  In  circulared  condition 
I  would  venture  to  say  approximately  50  to  75  1851-0  quarters  exist. 

Q.  I  have  questions  concerning  your  article  "R-Factors  of  Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dimes  in  Uncirculated  Condition".  What  is  meant  by  "Unique?" 
(one  known,  maybe  others  or  unknown)?  Also,  where  do  the  other 
varieties  of  1840-O  and  1848  V-1  fit  in?  R.A. 

A.  When  I  wrote  the  article  and  used  the  term  "Unique"  with  a  question 
mark  after  it  I  meant  it  to  imply  one  known,  perhaps  others  exist  but  I 
have  not  seen  them  in  UNC.  The  other  varieties  of  the  1840-O  would  fit 
in  as  follows  in  uncirculated  condition: 

1840-O  V-1  Large  O  (perhaps  Unique) 
1840-O  V-2  Medium  O  R-6 
1840-O  V-3  and  V-4  Small  o  R-5 

1840-O  V-5  Small  o  with  drapery  -  Unique  or  at  least  R-8 

The  1848  V-1  (Large  date  overlapping  the  base)  should  have  been  in 
the  blank  spot  in  my  last  article.  I  believe  it  is  a  Low  R-7. 

Q.  Any  idea  how  many  1853/2  NA  quarters  still  survive?  Is  44,000  an 
accurate  mintage  figure?  B.G.C. 

A.  I  would  think  that  approximately  50  to  75  exist.  I  have  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  44,000  is  too  far  fetched.  There  is  also  a  variety  where  the 
digit  5  is  recut,  making  it  read  1853/52. 

Q.  Do  you  have  any  estimates' available  on  how  many  of  the  8,300  1870-CC 
10,900-1871-CC;  9, 1 00-1 872-CC  and  12,400-1 873-CC  WA  quarters  are 
still  around?  B.G.C. 

A.    I'm  inclined  to  think  the  following: 

1870-CC  approx.  15       1871-CC  approx.  30 

1 872-  CC  approx.  40       1 873-CC  WA  approx.  30 

1873-  CC  N/A  approx.  2 
Louis  Eliasberg-UNC 
Bill  Grayson-UNC 

One  Rumored  in  VG  by  a  Californian 
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Q.  The  New  Orleans  mint  used  dies  with  a  Small  o  in  the  early  years 
and  then  switched  to  the  Large  O.  I  was  wondering  if  you  know  any- 
thing about  the  frequency  of  Small  o!mintmarks  during  the  Large  O 
years?  B.G.C. 

A.  The  mintmark  sizes  used  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  over  the  years  are 
as  given  below.  If  there  are  any  sizes  other  than  the  ones  given,  I 'd 
appreciate  hearing  about  it. 

Medium  0-1. 1mm  high-1840-O  N/Drap. 

Small  0-1. Omm  high-1840-O  W/Drap.,  1841-0,  1842-0, 1843-0, 
1891-0. 

Large  O  - 1 .2mm  to  1 .3mm  high-1843-O  through  1860-O. 
Hugh  O  - 1 .6mm  high-1854-O. 

Note  that  varieties  exist  only  in  the  years  1840, 1843  and  1854. 


This  is  my  third  ad  in  the  Journal  and  I  have  been  pleased  with  the  re- 
sults. Unfortunately  though  most  of  the  coins  seem  to  be  going  to  dealers. 
I  feel  that  these  coins  are  priced  very  fair  if  not  downright  cheap.  My  grad- 
ing is  as  strict  as  the  grading  board  will  ever  be  and  I  still  have  had  no  coins 
returned  for  being  overgraded. 


Dimes 

1859-S 

1873 

1878-CC 


Fine  -  $50 

Arr.  AU-55  frosty  $150 

EF  -  $60 

VF  +  T2  -  $40 


WANTED  - 1853-0  or  1858-0  strict  VF 
or  better  will  pay  well  over 
trends 


Quarters 

1850 
1851-0 
1882 
1891-0 


EF  -  $65 

Fine-lite  scrs-  $50 
VF-$120 
Good  +  $55 


WANTED  - 1 867  -  S  prefer  XF  or  better 

1873  NA,  CI-3  non-proof 
WANTED  -  Strict  AU-BU  "O"  mints 


Halves 

1841 
1842 
1845 
1862 
1871-CC 


Dollars 

1842 
1856 


VF-EF  $40 
SD  VF-EF$40 
VF$35 

Sharp  XF-45  +  $135 
VG  $45 


F-VF- 
VG-F 


$70 
$110 


Brian  E.  Keefe 
Box  1012 

Holy  Cross  College 
Worcester,  Mass.  01610 
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SEATED  COINS  FOR  SALE 

HALF  DIMES  QUARTERS 


1838-0 

F.,  plugged 

19.00 

1 840 

F./V.G. 

19.00 

1 842-0 

Abt.  V.G. 

15.00 

I840-O 

n/d  nice  G. 

12.00 

1844-0 

Lg.  0  G/AG 

17.00 

1841-0 

Abt.  F. 

17.00 

1848 

Huge  Date  Abt.  F. 

29.00 

1843 

F/VF 

18.00 

1849-0 

Sit.  Bent  G.  + 

14.00 

1844-0 

F. 

17.00 

1852-0 

G.-V.G. 

14.00 

1845/5 

Abt.  V.F. 

29.00 

1855-0 

Nice  F. 

19.00 

1849 

Nice  F. 

25.00 

1858 

Over  invert  date  VG-F 

29.00 

1849 

X.F. 

45.00 

1859 

V.F. 

29.00 

1850-O 

F. 

29.00 

1869-S 

Abt.  F. 

15.00 

1856-S 

Abt.  V.G. 

35.00 

1873-S 

V.F. 

16.00 

1858-  S 

1859-  0 

F.  weak  ' L' 
VF/XF 

46.00 
55.00 

DIMFS 

1860-  O 

1861-  S 

Abt.  F. 
V.F. 

14.00 
59.00 

1841-0 

Abt.  XF/VF 

17.00 

1862-S 

F.+ 

49.00 

1843-0 

F.,slt.  obv.  scrs 

49.00 

1873 

n/a  F-VF 

17.00 

1845-0 

V.G. 

36.00 

1875-CC 

Abt.  VG/AG 

22.00 

Abt.  F. 

45.00 

1891-0 

V.G./A.G. 

55  00 

V.F. 

95.00 

1847 

Abt.  F. 
Nice  F.  + 

17.00 
25.00 

DOLLARS 

1848 

V.G. 

11.00 

V.F.+ 

25.00 

1850-O 

VF  +  /XF  +  uncleaned 

1849-0 

G./A.G. 
F.slt.  damage 

11.00 
12.00 

much  lust  195.00 

1851-0 

V.G. 
F. 

13.00 
19.00 

X.F. 

59.00 

IF  YOU  HAVE  SEATED  COINS 

1852-C 

F. 

19.00 

FOR  SALE -WRITE!! 

1856 

Lg.  date  AG 
Lg.  date  G. 
Lg.  date  F. 
Lg.  date  VF 

5.00 
7.00 
19.00 
29.00 

1857 
1858-0 

V.F.,nice 
Nice  G. 

15.00 
9.00 

m 

lvjj]  e<  \mmiQ 

1859 

V.F.  + 

17.00 

A.N.A.-I.S.N.A.-L.S.C.C 

1859-0 

V.F. 

17.00 

P.  D.  BOX  51 

MARION,  INDIANA -46952 


TERMS 

1)  Under  $20. -add  postage,  insurance. 

2)  Personal  checks  must  clear  before 
shipment. 

3)  10  day  return  privilege-any  reason. 

4)  Coins  removed  from  holders  con- 
sidered sold. 
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MINTMARK  VARIETIES  OF  THE  1862-S  HALF 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 


The  most  commonly  accepted  procedure  of  collecting  for  the  Seated 
enthusiast  is  to  attempt  to  assemble  a  set  by  date  and  mintmark  while  in- 
cluding a  few  of  the  commonly  listed  varieties  such  as  those  with  and  with- 
out arrows.  Any  of  the  seated  series  represent  a  formidable  challenge  to  the 
collector  as  each  contains  a  number  of  pieces  which  are  difficult  to  obtain, 
especially  in  the  higher  grades.  There  are  however  other  criteria  for  as- 
sembling a  quality  set  of  seated  coins  which  can  be  interesting  to  the  col- 
lector and  be  of  greater  numismatic  significance  than  the  date  mintmark 
set.  One  such  criterion  is  to  concentrate  on  the  variation  in  mintmark  sizes 
of  pieces  from  one  particular  mint.  Specifically  the  Half  Dollar  issues  from 
the  early  years  of  the  San  Francisco  mint  possess  a  number  of  interesting 
and  easily  identified  varieties.  In  fact,  variations  in  size  of  the  San  Francis- 
co mintmark  have  been  discovered  in  the  half  dollar  issues  for  almost 
every  year  from  1857  to  1864.  These  pieces  are  not  particularly  rare  and  are 
frequently  available  at  reasonable  prices  with  few  dealers  charging  a  pre- 
mium for  any  of  the  mintmark  variations. 

To  illustrate  these  variations  more  clearly  I  have  decided  to  concentrate 
on  listing  the  known  varieties  of  the  1862-S  Half.  This  date  was  chosen 
because  variations  in  the  size  of  the  mintmark  as  well  as  differences  in  the 
reverse  hub  are  known.  Specifically  there  are  three  sizes  of  mintmarks 
known  for  this  date  as  follows: 


Large  S  -  Mintmark  measures  1.7mm  high,  about  80%  as  large  as  the  let- 
tering. 

Medium  S  -  Mintmark  measure  1.4mm  high,  about  65%  as  large  as  the 
lettering. 

Small  s  -  Mintmark  measures  1.1mm  high,  about  50%  as  large  as  the  let- 
tering. Mintmark  broken  at  top. 
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The  difference  in  the  reverse  hubs  is  more  difficult  to  characterize  but 
still  easily  recognized.  The  Old  hub  that  comes  with  the  Large  S  and  Me- 
dium S  mintmarks  has  bolder  and  heavier  lettering.  The  New  hub  that  has 
the  Small  s  mintmark  has  lighter  lettering.  Notice  in  particular  the  letter  L 
in  the  pictures.  In  the  Old  hub  the  lower  right  edge  of  the  letter  L  extends 
only  slightly  beyond  its  upper  edge  while  in  the  New  hub  the  lower  right 
edge  extends  well  beyond  the  upper  part  of  the  letter.  The  New  reverse 
hub  appeared  in  1860  at  the  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans  mints  but  did 
not  appear  until  two  years  later  at  the  San  Francisco  mint,  presumably 
because  a  good  supply  of  the  old  reverse  dies  was  still  available. 

The  varieties  listed  here  are  only  examples  of  what  can  be  found  in  the 
Seated  coinage.  Patience  and  careful  examination  can  Dften  lead  to  the  de- 
tection of  many  interesting  and  unusual  characteristics  of  the  pieces  in  a 
collection. 


The  three  photographs  of  the  reverses  of  the  1862-S  half  dollars  were 
taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  at  Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 


1862-S  Large  S  Mintmark,  Old  Reverse  Hub 
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1862-S 

Medium  S  Mintmark,  Old  Reverse  Hub 


1862-S 

Small  s  mintmark,  New  Reverse  hub 
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VINCE  A.  FILPI 
RARE  COINS 
1260  EAST  STREET 
PITTSFIELD,  MASS.  01201 


Telephone  413-442-5405 

HALF  DIMES 

1837  No  stars.  MS-65  Deeply  toned  blueish  pink   750.00 

1838  No  drapery.  MS-65  Deep  rainbow  toning  400.00 

1840  No  drapery.  MS-65  Deep  russet  toning  400.00 

1844-P  Stars  obv.  MS-65  Superb  satin  surfaces  400  00 

1848-  0  Stars  obv.  MS-65  R-5  Rare  date,  light  pinkish  toning, fully  struck, 
stars  doubled,  slight  clash  marks  1200.00 

1849-  P  Stars  on  obv.  MS-65  Lightly  cleaned  at  one  time,  now  beginning 
to  restore  to  light  pink  350  oo 

1850-  P  Stars  obv.  MS-65  Deep  steel  blue  toning  40oioC 

1851-  P  Stars  obv.  MS-65  Rich  satin  surfaces  400. OC 

1851-  0  Stars  obv.  MS-65  Steel  grayish  toning  1600.00 

1852-  P  Stars  obv.  MS-65  Rich  blue  russet  toning  400.00 

1857-  P  Stars  obv.  MS-65  Brilliant  satin  surfaces.  Weakly  struck  and  clash 

marked  as  usual  350.00 

1858  Over  inverted  date.  Stars  obv.  MS-65  Blueish  pink  toning.   R-7  Not 
mentioned  in  Valentine  1800.00 

1858-  0  MS-65  R-5  Deep  natural  blue  toning  550.00 

1860-  P  MS-65  Natural  steel  blue  peripheral  toning  350.00 

1861-  P  MS-65  Deep  russet  toning,  fully  struck  350.00 

1862  Proof.   Full  even  strike  with  a  blueish  gray  mottled  toning  on  obv. 
Lightly  toned  rev.  Only  550  minted.  Scarce  date  350.00 

1862-  P  MS-65  A  truly  magnificently  well  struck  piece  with  a  rich  natural 
peripheral  blue  tone  with  a  pink  to  red  center  on  obv. Rev.  is  an  iridescent 

lavendar  to  blue  rainbow  of  colors  350.00 

1866-S  MS-60  Weakly  struck  with  light  green  edge  toning,  lightly  and 

clashed  dies  on  obv.  only.  Scott  states  very  rare  in  unc  and  is  unpriced  400.00 

1869-P  Semi  P-L  surfaces.  A  very  pleasingly  toned  deep  russet  with  a  steel 

blue  rim  .  Rev.  blue  to  red  rainbow.  Must  be  seen  to  be  fully  appreciated  .  .350.00 
1872-P  AU-55  Really  an  unc.  coin  but  for  some  insignificant  marks.  We 

grade  it  AU   75  00 

1872-S  AU-55.  Mint  mark  below.  Same  as  previous  coin  100.00 


SPECIAL  ORDERING  INSTRUCTIONS 

We  deal  in  choice  coins:  Keys  and  semi-Keys,  Commemoratives, 
Walking  Liberty  Halves,  Mercury  Dimes  and  Silver  Dollars.  Persons  un- 
known to  me,  kindly  submit  references.  Personal  checks  please  allow  time 
to  clear,  unless  persons  are  known  to  me.  Seven  days  return  privilege. 
Mass.  Res.  add  5% tax. 
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A  STUDY  OF  HALF  DIME  REEDING 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 


A  number  of  years  ago  while  attending  a  local  coin  show  a  dealer  indi- 
cated to  me  that  he  had  a  circulated  1867  half  dime  for  sale.  Since  the  Phila- 
delphia pieces  of  this  era  are  very  difficult  to  obtain  in  circulated  grades 
I  asked  to  see  the  piece.  Upon  examination  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  the 
coin  had  been  holed  and  repaired  over  Liberty's  head  on  the  obverse  and 
directly  through  the  area  of  the  mintmark  on  the  reverse.  The  dealer  ex- 
plained that  he  could  not  sell  it  as  a  San  Francisco  piece  since  no  mintmark 
was  visible.  I  considered  this  explaination  inadequate  and  found  his  posi- 
tion on  the  piece  very  questionable.  This  experience  made  me  determined 
to  find  ways  of  identifying  such  pieces  so  that  I  could  be  confident  that  the 
pieces  I  owned  were  indeed  genuine. 

Through  the  years  I  have  found  a  number  of  ways  to  distinguished  among 
seemingly  identical  dies.  Such  characteristics  as  position  of  the  date,  in- 
dividual punches  used  in  the  date,  specific  features  of  the  master  dies, 
size  and  position  of  the  mintmark,  have  all  been  helpful  from  time  to  time 
in  identification.  However,  the  single  most  important  feature  that  I  have 
used  for  identification  and  authentication  has  been  reeding.  For  the  half 
dime  series  the  reeding  identifies  the  mint  at  which  every  piece  was  struck. 
I  know  of  no  exceptions  and  would  be  very  suspicious  of  any  piece  that  vio- 
lates the  patterns  that  I  have  observed. 

Through  my  research  on  half  dimes  I  have  been  able  to  identify  five 
different  gauges  of  reeding  on  these  pieces.  These  have  been  designated 
as  Gauge  1  to  Gauge  5  numerically  from  the  widest  to  the  narrowest  gauge. 
Specific  information  about  the  different  gauges  that  I  have  identified  is 
given  below. 


Gauge-1  -  88  reeds  -  This  gauge  reeding  appears  on  the  later  New  Orleans 
pieces  from  1852-0  to  1860-O  and  is  much  wider  than  the  cor- 
responding reeding  for  the  Philadelphia  pieces  of  this  era. 

Gauge  2  -  90  reeds  -  This  gauge  reeding  appears  on  most  of  the  early  New 
Orleans  pieces  from  1839-0  to  1850-O.  This  reeding  is  closer  to 
the  Philadelphia  reeding  of  this  period  but  can  be  distinguished 
with  careful  examination 

Gauge  3  -  92  reeds  -  This  reeding  appears  only  on  1838-0,  1842-0  and  1844- 
O  pieces  that  I  have  examined.  It  is  close  to  the  other  early  New 
Orleans  reeding  but  not  identical. 
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Gauge  4  -  98  reeds  -  This  is  the  standard  reeding  of  the  Philadelphia  mint 
possessed  by  all  Philadelphia  pieces  except  for  some  in  the 
1850's. 

Gauge 5-  106  reeds  -  This  narrowest  reeding  for  half  dimes  appears  on 
Philadelphia  pieces  from  1854  to  1859  and  on  all  San  Francisco 
pieces  from  the  1863-S  to  1873-S.  This  gauge  reeding  distin- 
guishes the  San  Francisco  pieces  from  the  rare  Philadelphia 
pieces  of  the  Civil  War  era. 

The  three  reeding  gauges  of  the  New  Orleans  mint  are  very  close  but 
certainly  not  identical.  This  information  is  not  vital  in  authentication, 
however,  since  all  three  gauges  are  wider  than  the  corresponding  reeding 
at  the  Philadelphia  mint.  The  significance  of  these  differences  lies  in  the 
fact  that  one  realizes  not  to  expect  a  perfect  match  in  the  New  Orleans  reed- 
ing-over  the  years. 

In  my  opinion  the  most  important  feature  of  this  study  is  the  identifi- 
cation of  a  procedure  to  distinguish  between  the  Phildaelphia  and  San  Fran- 
cisco pieces  from  1863  to  1867.  If  the  origin  of  one  of  these  pieces  becomes 
questionable  through  wear,  damage  or  alteration,  the  reeding  can  be  used 
for  identification  instead  of  relying  upon  a  detailed  microscopic  study  of  the 
area  of  the  mintmark  which  is  frequently  inconclusive. 


ON  THE  COVER 

As  a  result  of  my  request  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Journal  I  have  been  a- 
ble  to  document  the  existance  of  14  double  die  1876-CC  dimes  as  seen  on 
the  cover.  Of  these,  5  have  the  Type  A  reverse  and  9  have  the  Type  B  re- 
verse. (See  pictures  on  page  9  of  Issue  #4.)  More  than  half  of  these  pieces 
are  in  the  lower  grades  (AG  to  VG)  with  only  one  piece  reported  as  uncircu- 
lated. 

The  results  of  this  survey  tend  to  confirm  my  personal  experience  with 
this  variety.  That  is,  the  Type  B  reverse  is  more  common  than  the  Type  A 
but  neither  is  exceptionally  rare.  Recognizing  that  others  surely  exist  that 
have  not  been  reported  to  me,  I  would  have  to  estimate  that  altogether  some 
50  pieces  exist  in  all  grades  from  AG  to  UNC.  Many  of  the  lower  grade 
pieces  are  still  yet  to  be  recognized.  Just  recently  while  attending  a  show 
I  found  a  double  die  in  Good  unnoticed  by  the  dealer  selling  the  coin. 
In  this  low  grade  the  variety  looks  much  like  any  other  1876-CC  dime  with 
only  the  C  in  AMERICA  still  showing  the  evidence  of  the  double  die. 
Nevertheless,  even  in  this  grade,  the  die  is  easily  recognized  by  the  know- 
ledgeable numismatist. 

The  Editor. 
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Professional 


Numismatic 
I  nvestment 

Counseling 

I  offer  my  services  to  you  as  an  experienced  and 
knowledgeable  rare  coin  investment  dealer.  I  formerly 
represented  a  New  York  firm  as  a  chief  executive  responsible 
for  the  purchase  of  over  four  million  dollars  of  rare  coins 
per  year. 

I  solicit  your  contact  for  my  expertise  and  guidance 
to  assist  you  further  your  collection/investment  portfolio. 


MAURICE  ROSEN 
P.O.  Box  461 
Forest  Hills,  New  York  11375 

29 


DELAWARE  VALLEY  COIN 
AND  STAMP  COMPANY 

"A  Trusted  'Name  in  Numismatics" 

COINS    —    STAMPS    —  ANTIQUES 
BAZAAR  SHOPPING  CENTER,  STORE  326 
CLIFTON  HEIGHTS,  PA.  19018 
Phone:  215  —  284-0538  or  0539 


WE  BUY  &  SELL  ALL 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
AND  ALL  OTHER  WORTHWHILE 
NUMISMATIC  MATERIAL 

SEND  MATERIAL  WITH  PRICE 
DESIRED  OR  FOR  REALISTIC  OFFER. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


I  would  like  to  take  this 
occasion  to  state  something 
that  I  wanted  to  write  earlier 
to  the  LSCC.  This  concerns 
the  1849-0  quarter,  which  had 
the  "figure  remaining  would 
be  around  1/10  of  2%"  of 
16,000  in  Issue  #2  of  the 
Gobrecht  Journal.  Also  in 
the  latest  Journal  someone 
asked  if  this  figure  was  really 
correct,  that  is  32.  I  myself 
believe  this  figure  to  be  on 
the  low  side.  I  estimate  that 
around  eight  1849-0  quarters 
are  offered  for  sale  in  Coin 
World  per  year.  Now  Coin 
World  sells  only  a  fraction  of 
the  coins  sold,  lets  say 
1/5.  That  would  make  about 
40  sold  per  year.  Now  all 
coins  aren't  sold  every  year, 
let's  say  once  every  5  years. 
That  would  make  an  estimate 
of  about  two  hundred  1849-0 
quarters  as  a  rough  estimate. 
The  correct  number  could  be 
higher  or  lower,  but  I  believe 
that  32  is  too  low. 

David  Hancasky 
LSCC  #139 

I  have  collected  Liberty 
Seated  coins,  half  dimes  and 
dimes,  for  at  least  ten  years. 
I  follow  the  ads  closely  and  I 
see  where  some  dealers  ad- 
vertise some  coins  as  low  as 
15  known.  My  opinion  is  that 
if  they  are  that  rare  ,they 
would  be  selling  for  prices 
as  high  or  close  to  the  1804 
dollar.     For  dimes  I  would 


have  to  choose  the  1885-S, 
the  1874-CC  and  possibly  the 
1860-O  in  that  order  of  rarity 
when  considering  pieces  in 
all  grades. 

George  Berry 
LSCC  #56 

I  would  like  to  see  each 
issue  of  the  Journal  feature  a 
different  coin  from  the  series 
with  a  related  article.  These 
coins  could  be  from  the  Edi- 
tor's collection  or  possibly 
from  the  collection  of  other 
members.  I  have  really  en- 
joyed reading  the  past  issues 
of  the  Journal  and  look  for- 
ward to  the  upcoming  issues. 

Kenneth  R.  Hill 
LSCC  #225 


It  is  my  opinion  we  have  a 
fine  numismatic  journal  in  the 
making.  I  believe  that  an 
outstanding  numismatic 
publication  should  balance 
technical  numismatic  articles 
with  historical  anecdotic  arti- 
cles. While  the  technidal  in- 
formation concerning  iden- 
tification of  coins,  creation  of 
coins,  etc.,  is  priceless  to  col- 
lectors, it  is  the  romance  of 
the  historical  background  of 
coins  that  fascinates. 

Paul  K.  Williams 
LSCC  #226 
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FROM  THE  PRESIDENT 


As  President  of  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club  and  Editor  of  the 
Club's  Journal  I  have  tried  to  make  the  Journal  interesting  and  responsive 
to  the  interest  of  the  members.  In  the  last  issue  the  Kam 's  Korner  column 
was  started  allowing  individual  club  members  to  ask  questions  about  Seated 
Liberty  coinage.  In  this  issue  I  have  initiated  a  Letters  to  the  Editor  column 
in  which  I  will  print  observations,  comments  and  suggestions  sent  in  by 
members  in  letters  to  me.  Anyone  wishing  information  sent  to  me  to  be 
held  in  confidence  or  their  name  withheld  from  the  Journal  should  explicitly 
state  any  such  restrictions  in  letters  sent  to  me. 

A  meeting  of  the  Club  has  been  scheduled  in  conjunction  with  the  Me- 
tropolitan New  York  Numismatic  Convention  to  give  Club  members  an  op- 
portunity to  meet  each  other  and  to  discuss  club  activities.  I  will  not  be  able 
to  personally  attend  the  New  York  Convention  so  last  year's  President, 
Kam  Ahwash,  has  consented  to  preside  over  the  meeting.  I  do,  however, 
expect  to  attend  the  Central  States  Convention  later  in  the  Spring  and  hope 
to  meet  with  those  Club  members  attendifng  that  Convention. 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads  or  club  policies  are  invited. 
This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf 
of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 
Editor,  Gobercht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Dr. 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 
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"SPECIALIZING" 
IN 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF-DIMES 

DIMES 
QUARTERS 


BY  DATE,  VARIETY  &  GRADE 

Want  Lists  Solicited. 
Buying  all  "Rare  Coins"  in  my  field. 
Call,  write  or  send  for  realistic  offer. 

KAMAL  M.  AHWASH 

''Knowledge  Through  Research" 
Numismatist 
LM-ANA-1541 

ANS-ASA-LSCC-PAST-PRES.  ^■fT 
1 -(2 15)872-4936 
738  Pennsylvania  Ave.  Wallingford,  Penna.  19086 


BUYING  &  SELLING 
ALL  RARE  AND  SCARCE 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINAGE 

WE  EARNESTLY  SOLICIT  YOUR  WANT  LIST 


WE  ARE  IN  NEED  OF  NICE  GRADE  COMPLETE  OR  NEAR 
COM^^TE  SEATED  SETS  AND/OR  COLLECTIONS.  QUICK 
CONFIDENTIAL  CASH  ALWAYS  AVAILABLE. 

WE  PAY  "TOP  DOLLAR" 

STOP  BY  OUR  TABLE  AT  MOST 
MAJOR  COIN  SHOWS. 


B  &  B  COIN  CO. 

Bill  Grayson    •    Bob  Schweitzer 
ANA  —  RCDA  —  ISNA  —  LSCC  #1 
105  S.  MAIN  ST.    •    FAIRMOUNT,  IND.  46928 

Phone  (317)  948-41 11  or  41 12  (Coin  Dept.) 
10:30  A.M.  -  5:30  P.M.  Monday  through  Saturday 


